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REPORT of the Railway Department of the 
on Railways proposed to be made in Ireland, Westward from^JB? m. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 20 MarcA 1845. 



Railway Department, Board of Trade, 
Whitehall, 20 March 1845. 

T HE Board constituted by Minute of the Committee of the Privy Council for 
Trade;, for the transaction of Railway business, having had under consi- 
deration schemes deposited with the Railway Department for extending Railway 
communication in Ireland into the district west of Dublin, have decided on 
submitting the following Report thereon for the consideration of Parliament. 

These schemes are two, viz. : — 

(The Great Western (Ireland) Dublin to Mullingar and Athlone. 

No. 1.' Do. - - - Do. Alternative Line to Mullingar. 

I _ Do. - - - Do. Galway Extension from Athlone. 

No. 2. Irish Great Western Railway (Dublin to Galway). 

To avoid confusion, we shall call the first the Mullingar scheme, and the 
second the Dublin and Galway scheme. 

The Mullingar line is proposed to he carried along the bank of the Royal 
Canal from Dublin to Mullingar, there to divide into two branches, one taking 
a north-west direction to Longford, and the other a south-west direcction to 
Athlone. The promoters of the scheme have lodged plans and sections to 
enable them to continue their line from Athlone to Galway, but - it is not their 
intention to do so unless urged by circumstances, which will he explained 
hereafter. 

The plans, sections, and notices belonging to the Dublin and Galway scheme, 
deposited at the Board of Trade, are for the purpose of enabling the promoters 
to make a Railway from a point about miles from Dublin, on the Great 
Southern and Western line, to pass through or near the towns of Edenderry, 
Pliillipstown, Tullamore, Athlone, Ballinasloe, and Loughrea, to Galway. A 
portion of this lino will he dropped, however, in consequence of arrangements 
made with the Great Southern and Western Company, which will be presently 
mentioned in detail. 

In this, as in our two former Reports on projected lines of Railway in Ireland, 
we shall find it. necessary to quote extensively from the Second Report of the 
Commissioners appointed to consider and recommend a general system of 
Railways in that country. 

When, in 1837, the Commissioners examined into the state of the country now 
under our consideration, they found it “ overspread with small but exceedingly 
crowded communities, sometimes located in villages, but more frequently in 
isolated tenements, exclusively composed of tbe poorest class of labourers, who, 
remove, d from the presence and social or moral influence of a better and more 
enlightened class, wore left, generally, to the coercive power of the law alone to 
hold them within the hounds of peace and order. No system of constant and 
remunerative industry was established among them. The cultivation of their 
patches of land and the labour of providing fuel were their sole employments, 
which occupying but a comparatively small portion of their time, left them ex- 
posed to all the temptations of an idle, reckless, and needy existence. 

Much change, however, appears to have taken place since that period in the 
aspect and condition of the district. A visible and steady progress in improve- 
ment is said to be apparent ; signs of increasing wealth are manifest ; and the 
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labouring population arc necessarily beginning to benefit as the general ,m>s 
perity advances. 1 

Evidence to this effect has been given to us by persons, among whom are 
noblemen and gentlemen intimately acquainted witli the localities, conversant 
with the subject, many of them without a single share in the competing Rail 
ways, and whose undoubted veracity could be as little questioned as their incans 
of procuring the information they imparted. 

But in the course of progressive improvement this portion of the Irish people 
have still to struggle with want of continuous employment, and with inadequate 
remuneration for their labour. Agricultural knowledge, though beginning to 
be diffused among them, is yet in its infancy, and it needs the stimulus of a 
more extensive market than it can now command, before the cultivator can 
obtain such a return for his labour as may induce him to pursue a course of 
habitual industry and frugal forethought. Steam-vessels have done mucll for 
those parts of Ireland whose geographical position permits of an easy eoimnu 
nication with England. From this advantage the district; in question is 
debarred, and Railways arc now proposed to accomplish that to winch steam 
navigation cannot extend. 



With reference to this subject the Commissioners observe that 

“ A well-arranged system of Railways in Ireland would have the effect of 
continuing and extending throughout tlve country the benefits which the out- 
ports have thus obtained by tlio introduction of steam-veasels.” “ The subsist- 
ing relations of business and commerce would he thereby extended and enlarged 
and Others formed, opening fresh resources to the industry and enterprise of 
the. trading portion of tile community ; while an object of no less consideration 
would be immediately attained, in rendering agricultural produce, which may 
be called the grand staple of this country, at the same time more profitable to 
the producers and accessible on easier terms to the principal purchasers and 
consumers. We have already mentioned, that a considerable traffic lias been 
formed, since the appheation of steam-vessels to purposes of commercial trans- 
port, m the exportation of fat cattle. The direct benefit, however, derived 
fiom this trade, on the part of Ireland, is confined to counties adjacent to the 
eastern ports, or connected with them by canals; for tin; condition of the 

„ W0U <l SUffCr o° r" ch b J tlldr bl ' h « dri ™i any considerable distance 
that they are necessarily disposed of m some neighbouring market. A Railway 
intersecting the country from Dublin would place the. cattle of those rick 
leaC | ° f ^ TCT P° ol > Mimdumtcr, and Birmingham, thereby 
“ n fi7Fef t Fl, th ?- e iT r i etS ala fSf supply and of a superior quality, while the 
tw wnfi n InSh fee , do fi would bu proportionally enhanced. A similar advan- 
thf nriFFF 1 5® ie ™r«l, through the same; means, to the growers of corn, that 
he J F ? f pl ° d , UCC : tbus equalized through the whole country, laud would 
™} l F' to , tllB cultivator at a distance from the metropolis as 
•mrf IslFm d te “fghhourhood, »nd hence the inducement to expend* capital 
“hen” P improvement would he as strong in the one cLe as in the 

a Mr . l,ad itsl,lf > " s » nioroantile spccu- 
if wmilfl .fill ha 5 at ouc ^ fulfil the sanguine expectations of the projectors, 
if would still be an invaluable source of general wealth and prosperity” 

We have been induced to dwell on this topic so long, in conscGiiencc of the 
coidd'not'b^ 3 tt a ™‘? f at M l tbeir decidl,d opinion that a line in this direction 
time FF,l^ a p ;d Y F° Ut ., ndn t0 t),(1 Speculators ; while, at the same 
ouplit if nnaeiM couv } llce< \ Hallway commuwcatiou through the country 
imestVn Ff bl °’r° b o ostahhslied. On the point of traffic, therefore, does the 
ommsirn Ft ! i r c ° f lli “ lwa T hoing sanctioned turn; and yet we have two 
1 PP respecting this important matter, besides that which we 

have quoted from the Commissioners’ Report. 

hetwFFn P lS* er M°!r be M i lUin S ar scheme show by their traffic tables that 
smnFrt ’ Mu ! bnS,l t Lon S ford > and Athlouo there is sufficient traffic to 

S traffic ! lway ; b . r hat betwt:en Athlone and Galway there is not suffi- 
cient traffic to support a line ; while, on the other hand, the traffic tables of 

the 
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ON RAILWAYS WESTWARD FROM DUBLIN. , 

the promoters of the Dublin and Galway scheme go to prove that there is not 
only sufficient traffic to support a Railway between Dublin and Athlone but 
also to support the more extensive line between Dublin and Galway. 

Here then are conflicting testimonies which we cannot put to any proof 
that will be thought satisfactory. Our means of inquiry do not enabFe us 
to give any decisive opinion on this doubtful point; and in directing the 
attention of the Committee upon the Bill to the question, whether a life of 
Railmy through this district may be justified by the prospect of receiving upon 
it sufficient traffic to support it, we can only say, that the country generally 
has been much improved since the Commissioners made their Report - that we 
cannot take on ourselves to state that the traffic will he inadequate to main- 
tain a line cheaply made, and economically worked ; but that we have uo 
doubt whatever on our minds that only one line of Railway between Galway 
and Dublin, whether it proceed by Athlone and Mullingar, or by Athlone and 
Tullamore, can be supported under the present circumstances of that part of 
Ireland. 1 



The question, therefore, is narrowed into asking which of the two proposed 
schemes is preferable; and here a more minute description of the opposing 
projects becomes necessary. ° 

The Mullingar line commences on the north side of the City of Dublin, near 
the basin of the Royal Canal, and is intended to be carried along its towing- 
path, with such deviations only as are required to keep the curves to a moderate 
radius where angles of the canal present themselves. As might he expected, 
the gradients arc unexceptionable, and the work is light, except at one point', 
where a viaduct, 250 yards long and 69 feet in extreme height, is to be con- 
structed. The lint*, finally leaves the towing-path, at about 1 mile from Mullin- 
gar, which is nearly 50 miles from Dublin. 

From Mullingar to Athlone the distance is about 29 miles, and the line does 
not appear to present any formidable engineering obstacle or unusual difficulty 
in its construction. The Branch to Longford from Mullingar is about 25 b 
miles long: the earthworks upon it are heavy for about 11 miles, but the. 
remainder being easy of construction, the entire branch may be classed with 
moderate lines as regards the formation. 

With respect, however, to so much of the line as runs by the side of the 
canal, it is necessary to remark that the section which has been deposited with 
the Board of Trade does not give an adequate representation of the extent of 
the work required, as, unless the towing-path be 28 feet wide (the ordinary 
breadth of a Kailway) it must be widened, and all the inequalities of the ori- 
ginal surface of the ground become essential ingredients in the labour of the 
earthworks. It must also be remembered that the expense will be increased by 
the necessity of forming a new or additional towing-path for the traffic of the 
canal, which it is imperative on the projectors to provide for when the present 
towing-path shall he converted into a Railway. 

The Royal Canal, on the banks of which this line is proposed to be made, 
was formed by a company, incorporated in 1789 ; but after large sums both of 
public and private money had been expended, it became bankrupt in 1812, and 
fell into the hands of the creditors, who in 1818 were incorporated by Act of 
Parliament, and are now the Royal Canal Company. With them the promoters 
of the Mullingar scheme have entered into an agreement for the purchase of 
the canal, in case they should obtain their Act ; and it is expressly stipulated 
that the canal is to he maintained, and every facility which is now afforded for 
the navigation to he continued by the purchasers. 



The promoters of this scheme have also lodged plans for an alternative line 
from Dublin to Mullingar, irrespective of the canal, which line would he easy of 
construction ; but as the promoters rest their case on the merits of the project 
immediately connected with the canal, there is no necessity for giving a detailed 
statement of the circumstances of the alternative line. 

From Athlone to Galway the line, for which plans have been deposited by 
the same parties, passes by Baliinasloe and Oranmore to Galway. Its gradients 
are generally good, except at one place, where there is an ascent of 4\ miles 
156 . a 2 long 
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long at 1 in 130, and a descent of 3 miles at tlie same gradient. Parts of the 
works are heavy, especially where the river Shannon is crossed at an elevation 
of 22 feet, the river being 700 feet wide ; and between the 18th and 27th mile 
where the earthworks are considerable, one cutting being more than two miles 
in length, above half a mile of which will exceed 40 feet in depth. 

It is to he observed that Loughrea is omitted by the proposed scheme, which 
passes about six miles to the north of that town. 

Having made their surveys and estimates, both with regard to construction 
and traffic, the promoters have come to the conclusion that a Railway of this 
description between Athlone and Galway cannot succeed as a speculation ; and, 
therefore, they are not desirous of making it. But, at the same time, should 
any strong wish be entertained by Parliament that, for national purposes, Rail- 
way communication should be established entirely across the island, from 
Galway to Dublin, they are prepared, through the means which they have 
taken, to meet such a wish, and thereby prove that they have not been 
regardless of what might be thought right for them to do, in carrying out their 
scheme for the benefit of the public. 

The line of the rival Company, commencing at Galway, passes by Oranmore, 
Loughrea, Ballinasloe, Athlone, Moate, Tullamore, Pliillipstown and Edenderry, 
!t° join the Great Southern and Western a short distance west from Naas. Such 
is the line for which the plans have been deposited ; but, under an arrangement 
with the Great Southern and Western Company, the promoters have decided on 
abandoning so much of their scheme as is comprehended between Tullamore 
and Naas, and instead thereof, they will apply for powers to make a line from 
Tullamore to Portarlington, there to run into the Great Southern and Western 
Railway, in order to decrease, as far as they can, the extent of new Railway to 
he constructed, and, at the same time, to obtain from the Great Southern and 
Western Company assistance and support. 

The gradients for the most part are 1 in 200, but not continuous, as they are 
divided into a great number of short planes, ascending and descending alter- 
nately, and chiefly at the above inclination. The line runs nearly on the 
surface of the ground, and the earthworks, consequently, will be very light. 
Crossing the canal and the Shannon involves expense : the bridges for this pur- 
pose will be nearly the same as in the scheme just described. 

It is quite clear, from this short description, that, as regards the two lines 
between Athlone and Galway, the one which is proposed by the promoters of 
the Dublin and Galway scheme is preferable, both with respect to gradients, 
the extent of earthworks, and the cost of formation. Between Athlone and Tul- 
lamore the line will be inexpensive, and between Tullamore and Portarlington 
(the portion for which plans are not lodged, but which the promoters hope 
eventually to obtain the power to make) it will be of the same character. 

It is necessaiy to allude here to the Grand Canal, which, commencing at 
Dublm, traverses the same district with the Dublin and Galway line, as far as 
Ballinasloe; but, with the exception of Tullamore, no intermediate town is 
directly served by both, so that, though they might compete generally for the 
traffic of the district, they could not be said to compete directly for the traffic 
of the towns close to which they respectively pass, except with regard to 
Ballinasloe and Tullamore. The Grand Canal Company, however, alarmed by 
the prospect of a Railway so close to them, have proposed to construct a Rail- 
wa T 3l° n g their banks, but have not lodged any plans for the purpose; they 
only have intimated their intention of doing so at a future period, as a defen- 
sive measure. But into the particulars of this scheme it is needless to enter : 
with respect to it we can only say, that so far as we now see, it does not appear 
to be at all desirable. It is necessary also to notice a project for connecting 
balway with Dublin, by way of Loughrea, Parsonstown, and Roscrea, falling 
mto the Great Southern and TV estern Railway, near Borris-in-Ossory ; but no 
plans have been deposited, for this purpose with the Board of Trade, beyond what 
may just indicate an outline of the scheme. The projectors desire that time 
ma 5' ” e afforded to examine fully into the merits of all the schemes in con- 
nexion -with this district. But we are of opinion that delay, in this case, is 

unnecessary. 
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-■unnecessary, as the project presents to our view nothing sufficiently valuable in 
itself to give it an undoubted preference. 



Thus, then, we have two schemes before us ; both easy of construction ; one 
giving Railway accommodation to Mullingar, to the counties of Westmeath 
Longford, and Leitrim, but practically bounded by the line of the Shannon; the 
•other having the advantage of a trunk line about 40 miles in extent, into 
Dublin, made by another Company, and reaching across Ireland to the Atlantic 
The Mullingar scheme might be extended at a future time beyond Longford 
and branches from it might be thrown off to the north if required ; but on the 
other hand, the Dublin and Galway scheme will immediately bring the district 
which it traverses and the important garrison town of Athlone into Railway 
connexion with the whole of the South of Ireland by means of its junction with 
the Great Southern and Western Railway, at Portarlington. The Mullingar 
scheme involves the following quantity of work to be executed. 

Dublin to Athlone - - - - . _ -79 miles 

Mullingar to Longford - 25 h 

Athlone to Galway - - - - _ . - 48^ 



Total Railway to be made - 153 miles ; 
while by the Dublin and Galway scheme there will be required from 

Galway to Tullamore ------ 80 miles 

Tullamore to Portarlington (about) - - - - 1 5 

Total Railway to be made - 95 miles. 



The promoters of the Mullingar scheme believe that a great saving will be 
effected by constructing their line on the bank of the Royal Canal. But consi- 
dering that the canal must be maintained, that in some places additional land 
must be purchased, that the bridges must be altered, and that in those places 
where the towing-path occupies the bank which is to be used for the railway, 
a new towing-path must be made on the opposite side of the canal, we doubt 
whether any such saving as they contemplate could be effected ; and we are of 
opinion that the cost, per mile, of the line from Dublin to Athlone by the canal, 
together with the branch to Longford, will not be less than the cost, per mile, 
from Galway to Portarlington by the Dublin and Galway scheme. 

We have, therefore, for the purpose of connecting Galway with Dublin, the 
Mullingar scheme involving 1 27 i miles of new railway, as compared with only 
95 miles of new railway required by the Dublin and Galway scheme. But, if 
the extension of the Mullingar scheme from Athlone to Galway be set aside, 
we then have a proposal to accommodate Longford, Athlone and Mullingar 
with 1 04 miles of new railway, to be compared with the project for accommo- 
dating Athlone, Ballinasloe and Galway with 95 miles of new railway. 

But though it is highly necessary to be fully aware of the extent of accom- 
modation which is afforded, it is also advisable to see which scheme leaves most 
undone, and what probability there may be of the remainder being accomplished 
at a future period. The importance of this consideration, with regard to 
Ireland, cannot be over-valued. The Commissioners were fully alive to it. 
They state, Part III, p. 93, 

“ There can be no doubt that parties might be found ready to undertake 
certain portions of these lines, which hold out special prospects of advantage ; 
such, for example, as the first 20 or 30 miles leading out of Dublin, over which 
all the traffic with other places, near as well as remote, must necessarily pass. 
But, since, according to our calculations, the return of profit on the whole 
system could not be expected, for some time, to exceed 3ft or 4 per cent., it is 
manifest that, if the best and most productive portions are taken possession of, 
unconditionally, there can be no reasonable hope that the remainder will ever 
he carried into effect. This would so completely frustrate the most important 
of the objects contemplated in issuing this Commission, by opposing a bar to 
the future improvement of the country, that we trust it will not be in any case 
permitted. It would be even more advisable that no partial line should be 
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sanctioned, until the country should possess, within itself, the means of under- 
taking the whole system to its full extent, than at once, and for ever, to obstruct 
and paralyse all future exertions for its accomplishment, by abandoning,’ to 
parties having particular and distinct interests, the monopoly of some of] its 
most productive detached portions.” 

We have abundance of evidence in the fact of the promoters of the Mul- 
lingar scheme not believing that their extension from Athlonc to Galway would 
be remunerative ; that if it depended on them Railway communication to the 
westward would be limited to Athlone for some time to come ; they would con- 
tinue to be satisfied with the profits arising from the traffic with Dublin ; and 
the opportunity of extending to the utmost that accommodation which is now 
so strongly desired by the district would be lost ; whereas the Dublin and Galway 
scheme fulfils the recommendation of the Commissioners, inasmuch as the 
proprietors of 40 miles of the trunk line nearest Dublin are the supporters 
of and subscribers to the undertaking — they are in fact parties to it— and in 
alliance with them the promoters of the scheme possess within themselves the 
means of carrying out a system of intercommunication between Dublin and 
Galway. 

It has been objected, that in case the Dublin and Galway scheme be carried 
out, the two great canals, on which so much money, both public and private, 
has been expended, will be ruined ; and the authority of the Commissioners 
has been cited to establish that, in those localities, where navigations have 
been completed on a large scale, and in a superior manner, at the cost of more 
than three millions, it is injurious to the best interests of the country to pro- 
mote other speculations having a tendency to injure or destroy them. But, 
with the principle involved in securing a vested interest to the proprietors of 
canals, Parliament has already dealt, and we are not called upon to express an 
opinion whether the case be altered by the fact of the funds being derived from 
public or private sources. 

After a full consideration of all the circumstances, we arc; of opinion that 
a greater extent of accommodation is offered by the Dublin and Galway than 
by the Mullingar scheme : that the former, involving the formation of a fewer 
number of miles of Railway than the latter, may be accomplished at a less cost : 
that the former, being supported, as it is, by the Great Southern and Western 
Company, is likely to be more remunerative in connexion with that company 
than the latter could be as an independent line : that there is no particidar 
advantage to be derived from the promoters of the latter using the bank of 
the Royal Canal for the construction of the Railway ; and therefore we think 
that there are public reasons for preferring the Irish Great Western (Dublin 
and Galway) Railway scheme to the Great Western (by Mullingar) Railway 
scheme. 

In conclusion, we beg to draw attention to the passage of the Fifth Report of 
the Select Committee of last year, in which it is stated, in recommending that 
Reports should be made to Parliament by this department upon Railway schemes, 
“ That no such Report should be held to prejudice the claims of private persons, 
the examination of which should be altogether reserved to the Houses of the 
Legislature.” 

^ In submitting to Parliament, in conformity with the recommendations of that 
Committee, the results at which we have arrived, with a view to the information 
and assistance ol Parliament in forming a judgment upon the schemes in ques- 
tion, in so far as our Report may be available for that purpose, we are anxious 
that it should be distinctly understood that we have arrived at these results 
solely upon public grounds, and to the exclusion of all considerations how far 
such results might require to he modified by a due regard for private rights and 
interests. 



DALIIOtrSIE. 

C. W. PASLEY. G. R. PORTER. 

D. O’BRIEN. S. LAING. 
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